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kills his child or a son his mother, not in the ironically
inevitable manner of Greek tragedy, but by pure chance.
The plays of Tieck, Kleist and Eichendorf are full of
such episodes and the novels of the period are even

more extravagant.

This movement was not confined to Germany. It
manifested itself in Spain and England, as well Romanti-
cism was to some extent natural to the national genius
of England and of Germany, both of which shook off
the classical yoke of France with comparative ease. It
was so to speak a reversion to nature. In France, on
the other hand, Romanticism meant a violent break
with long established tradition. For that very reason
the characteristics of the new movement showed up
clearly by contrast with what had gone before. This
is particularly true of the drama.